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Maintaining our unique signature 
is something that can only be 
accomplished with impeccable 
attention to detail. 
we are delighted to bring you the 
second edition of The Rittenhouse 
newspaper, one of the many added 
personal touches we are proud to share.  

to our longtime guests, we think you 
will be pleased with the enhancements 
we’ve introduced to the property, such 
as our Library Bar and luxurious Park 
Suites. if this is your first stay with us, 
we welcome you to discover the new 
brand alongside our other time-honored 
traditions that together make us one of 
the best hotels in the world.  

As our 25th anniversary quickly 
approaches in 2014, we have spent 
considerable time focusing on the 
new year with an eye on the past. the 
featured essay in this issue takes a 
profound look at enlightenment, which 
couldn’t be more fitting for this moment 
in the rittenhouse’s storied history.  

As you read on, you’ll find more about 
what we have to offer—not just in 
service and amenities but also in the 
things that make us truly unique. Only 
at the rittenhouse can you find our 
famed afternoon tea that combines 

elegance with creative original recipes 
and an experience unlike anywhere else. 
we’ve included a savory recipe so that 
you may enjoy a taste of our exceptional 
culinary offerings even when you’ve 
returned home.  

Maintaining our unique signature 
is something that can only be 
accomplished with impeccable 
attention to detail. this is a truth 
exemplified by our featured associate, 
elyne Lewis, and highlighted in the 
employee Spotlight section of this 
edition. Her energy and commitment 
is shared across the hotel to our other 
associates as well as our guests. As we 
continue our journey to enlightenment 
along our own path of renewal, we 
plan to share these experiences with 
you, and hope to be a part of your 
discoveries in return. 

reginald Archambault 
General Manager

Boathouse 
Function and finesse for business travelers  
with revitalized meeting and event spaces.

Located adjacent to Lacroix restaurant, the revitalized Boathouse space, 
conceptualized by Richardson Sadeki, offers almost 1,500 square feet of state-
of-the-art event space. Ten-foot ceilings and sophisticated design distinguish the 
Boathouse as a standout venue for business meetings and special events. With a 
capacity of up to 130 guests, the thoroughly modern space includes high-tech six 
Bose speakers, iOS capabilities, in-floor audiovisual connections, and a built-in  
90-inch flat screen television for presentations.

Library Bar
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For more information, please contact us at 215-546-9000 or extension 2970 within the hotel.

employee Spotlight
Elayne Lewis, Room Attendant at The Rittenhouse,  
talks passionately about her hometown, working  
at The Rittenhouse, and how her position has  
changed over the years.

Cup of Choice
Gingerbread, cocoa, hazelnut, cardamom?  
The terroir of coffee beans counts.

taking in the aromas of Coffee Afficionado’s latest 
Colombian roasts one bright afternoon, if it weren’t for the 
warmth from the glass, and the absence of alcohol, we could 
just as easily be at a blind wine tasting.

“that’s exactly it,” explains Coffee Af-
ficionado Founder Adam Bossie. “Bean 
varietals and terroir play as integral a 
role in coffee as they do in wine. take 
it one step further and maximize those 
natural characteristics through your 
process—much like vinification. it’s pre-
cisely this understanding that separates 
exceptional coffee from the rest.”

Over the past five years, Coffee Afficio-
nado’s quest for a cup above the rest 
has taken Bossie to some of the most 
remote coffee regions in the world. 
today, just about every roaster will tout 
freshness and farm-direct relationships, 
but it’s the growth of the coffee bean 
and the way it’s processed that reveals 
the true quality of the cup.

“it’s interesting to go out to dinner and 
learn about every aspect of a wine 
from a sommelier, the kind of earth and 
environment that shaped the grape,” 
says Bossie. “And it’s important that we 
pay attention to these key attributes of 
coffee as well.”

bottle with a view
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in December 2012, elayne Lewis was 
cleared to head back to work after 
dealing with a serious heart condition 
the previous year. the first hotel in 
which she thought of working was the 
rittenhouse. Her positive and uplifting 
demeanor, friendliness, and candor 
about how her health has changed her 
outlook on life were an immediate draw, 
as was her work experience.  

while elyne had years of management 
experience in the lodging industry, it 
was her understanding of hospitality’s  
“big picture” that got her the job at the 
rittenhouse and she quickly became 
one of the most respected employees. 

“elayne’s tireless work ethic as well as 
her big and bold personality have made 
her invaluable,” says Assistant Director 
of Housekeeping Ken newhart. “when 
we started implementing the hotel’s 
recent enhancements, the first person 
that came to mind to lead the monu-
mental effort of maintaining the hotel’s 
AAA Five Diamond status was elayne, 
and she jumped at the opportunity to 
lead the team. we relied upon her to 
coordinate, organize, and supervise a 
team of her colleagues to return the 
rooms on time and in perfect condition. 

elayne has done a wonderful job, in such 
a short amount of time, to come from 
not being able to work to a superstar on 
the rittenhouse team.” 

in elayne’s own words: “I was born and 
raised in South Philadelphia, where I have 
always lived—and I love it! Its diversity 
is very attractive, and I truly believe we 
are the City of Brotherly Love! The Ritten-
house is an incredible place to work and, 
of course, stay. The hotel is able to make 
guests really feel at home because we offer 
a very personalized service. We know them 
by name and are able to anticipate their 
needs. I think it is the little touches we offer 
to make their lives a bit easier when they 
aren’t at home that are the most appreci-
ated. My job has definitely changed over 
the past 20 years, especially when it comes 
to the guest’s expectations. I find that they 
want to interact with us and get to know 
us a little bit too. It’s a more personal and 
overall better experience.” 

Elayne’s Advice: ”Before you leave your 
hotel room, you should always check your 
closet and drawers to ensure that you don’t 
leave anything behind, especially your cell 
phone charger.” 

in step with the company’s growth in 
production—to 200,000 pounds of 
coffee per year, including a new di-
rect-to-consumer trade—Bossie has 
maintained the brand’s original focus: 
a fundamental understanding of the 
source and its impact on the product, an 
honest connection with the farmer, and 
a unique art in the processing method.

the echavarria family, owners of a 
coffee estate, shares a unique relation-
ship with Coffee Afficionado that goes 
well beyond the typical ties of farmer 
and roaster. together, they have applied 
knowledge and experience to a special 
three-phase fermentation process that 
enhances the flavor profile. By inte-
grating coffee cherry throughout that  
process, the coffee is loaded with fruit 
flavor and that sought-after “winey” 
acidity.

the journey of bean to cup, both organic 
and innovative, is also a direct reflection 
of Bossie’s attention to detail, creativity, 
technique, and loyal relationships result-
ing in a product that is truly exceptional.
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Afternoon tea in the Mary Cassatt tea room

Perhaps it is while drinking tea that  
I most of all enjoy the sense of leisure. 

~George Gissing, The Private Papers of Henry Ryecroft, 1903

An appreciation of the spirit and tradi-
tions of years past play an important 
role in the culture of the rittenhouse. 
And in the Mary Cassatt tea room, two 
nods are given to the past in a recently 
updated setting that reflects a more 
contemporary luxury experience for 
guests. renovated over the summer by 
acclaimed new York interior designer 
Alexandra Champalimaud, the tea 
room, now elegantly set off from the 

lobby by curtains, features new fur-
nishings both on the inside and in the 
garden that, weather permitting, allows 
guests to take tea outside—making it 
the best tea service in the city.  

the tea room pays homage to 
acclaimed artist Mary Cassatt, a 
Pennsylvania native who studied 
painting at the Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts in Philadelphia. She was 
the only American painter invited to 

exhibit with the French impressionists 
in Paris in 1879. Cassatt’s images often 
capture the social and private lives of 
women, and so the tea room connection 
is a fitting personification of the world 
she painted.  

Drinking tea as a fashionable event 
was introduced in 1662 by Catherine of 
Braganza, wife of King Charles ii, but the 
tradition of afternoon tea was actually 
started in London in the mid-1840s by 

Anna russell, Duchess of Bedford, in an 
effort to stave off hunger between lunch 
and dinner. it quickly became a popular 
social event, and today the celebration 
of taking tea is a time-honored custom.  

the rittenhouse’s signature tea blend 
was created by nini Ordoubadi of 
tay tea after an extensive tea tasting. 
Lacroix General Manager Sylvain Briens 
explains that they tasted always with a 
first thought to quality: “it calls to mind 
luxury. it is subtle and delicate but rich 
in flavor. its unique qualities really ap-
pealed to us.” Persian rose is a nostalgic 
and aromatic blend of Ceylon black tea, 
rose petals, organic rosebuds, green 
cardamom, and borage. “it’s a perfect 
tea for the afternoon and also the morn-
ing because of the full-bodied black 
Ceylon tea,” notes Ordoubadi, adding 
that Persian rose is also her personal 
favorite blend. “Getting to experience 
the tea ritual proper ly—with the right 
utensils, at the right temperature, and 
with a knowledgeable server—is key. 
Only then are you really able to appre-
ciate it and share this experience with 
others.”  

Along with interior design changes, the 
menu has been updated. “it’s still a very 
traditional menu,” says Briens. “You 
have all the classic items served in a 
very respectful way, with Chef Jonathan 
Cichon’s signature modern twist.” 

Afternoon Tea at Mary Cassatt  
Tea Room and Garden 
is served daily from  
2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

From the Kitchen
Curry Chicken and apple Vol-au-Vent

4 oz poached chicken breast

1 Honeycrisp apple, diced

1 tablespoon mayonnaise

1/2 teaspoon curry powder

Juice of 1/2 lime

Minced thai basil

Salt to taste

8 puff pastry vol-au-vent, pre-prepared

Dice the chicken and apple. Fold in all 
ingredients but puff pastry and season. 
Stuff the vol-au-vent with curry chicken 
salad and serve.

the secret to any recipe lies first with the quality of the ingredients and then with the skill to 
work with them. “what is special about our vol-au-vent is that it is an extremely fresh, house-
made puff pastry,” explains executive Chef Jonathan Cichon. “And our Honeycrisp apples come 
from Green Meadow Farms in Gap, Pennsylvania.” to create the flavor profile, the chicken is 
very lightly scented with curry powder, which, as Chef Cichon points out, pairs very well with 
some of the teas that have a stronger spice to them. “the Honeycrisp apple that is folded into 
the chicken salad provides a refreshing crunch and touch of acidity to round out the flavor.” 

Mary Cassatt Tea Room and Garden

Chef Jon Cichon
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where to Go and what to Do
Philadelphia is a vibrant city, rich in historical context and cultural charm. In each issue  
of The Rittenhouse newspaper, our concierge team offers their seasonal recommendations  
for the best places to visit in the city they call home.

Photo: Daniel Traub Photo: L. Albee Barnes Foundation

eat
Lacroix at the Rittenhouse
Lacroix at the rittenhouse: named 
for legendary chef Jean-Marie Lacroix. 
Lacroix at the rittenhouse reinvents fine 
dining, blending elements from around 
the globe with fresh local ingredients. 
Chef Jon Cichon’s unique preparations 
stimulate the mind and palate 
bringing flavors alive with progressive 
international cuisine. Along with the 
sumptuous fare comes an equally 
tempting wine list, with more than  
550 distinct selections from all  
around the world.

2nd Floor off the elevator 
215.546.9000 
lacroixrestaurant.com

Barbuzzo 
Located in Midtown Village, Barbuzzo 
is a wood-fired wine bar that radiates 
rare energy and vibrant seasonal dishes. 
From the urban farmhouse look to the 
top-notch pizzas and delectable budino, 
Chef Marcie turney’s Mediterranean-
inspired small plates capture vivid rustic 
flavors in every bite. Additionally, there is 
a small but impressive reserve selection, 
a substantial craft beer list, and probably 
the city’s largest collection of after-
dinner Madeira and fortified wine.

110 s 13th st 
Philadelphia, Pa 19107 
215.546.9300  
barbuzzo.com

Vedge 
Opened in Fall 2011, Vedge is a vegan 
restaurant by Philadelphia Chef richard 
Landau, who coaxes incredible flavor 
from vegetables. the menu is globally 
inspired, using locally sourced ingredients 
that closely follow the beautiful 
northeastern seasons. Often noted as the 
best vegan restaurant in the country, with 
appeal to omnivores and carnivores alike!

1221 Locust st 
Philadelphia, Pa 19107 
215.320.7500  
vedgerestaurant.com

dRInk 
Library Bar 
the perfect setting for an exceptional 
drink: think dark wood, oak floors, and 
books, lots of books. not to mention 
right at the rittenhouse! named for its 
intimate design and carefully curated 
collection of books and fine art, this 
chic but cozy spot is open nightly for 
small bites and cocktail service. it might 
only be a stone’s throw away from the 
concierge desk but it makes this list 
because it is the only place in town to 
have a signature cocktail created by 
famous mixologist Papi Hurtado. 

1st Floor off the lobby 
215.546.9000 
rittenhousehotel.com/dining

the Franklin Mortgage  
and Investment Company 
the Franklin pays homage to the art 
of the cocktail, celebrating the golden 
age of the pre-Prohibition era with 
today’s noble libations skillfully crafted 
by committed mixologists. the name 
comes from a company that served as 
a front for the largest unlawful booze 
ring in the country, started by Max “Boo 
Boo” Hoff—”the King of Bootleggers.” 
Step into Franklin Mortgage and step 
back in time with a speakeasy vibe and a 
masterful cocktail. 

112 s 18th st 
Philadelphia, Pa 19103 
267.467.3277  
thefranklinbar.com

the ashton Cigar Bar 
with a world-class selection of  
200 premium cigars, 200 whiskies, 
300 spirits, 20 specialty craft cocktails, 
6 draught beers, 20 bottled beers, and 
over 50 wines, Ashton Cigar Bar is 
an indulgent oasis for life’s pleasures. 
Located atop Philadelphia’s oldest and 
finest cigar store, Holt’s Cigar Company, 
you will lounge in luxury as you enjoy 
the world’s premier handmade cigars 
in a relaxed environment with premium 
service. 

1522  Walnut st 
Philadelphia, Pa 19102 
267.350.0000 
ashtoncigarbar.com

see 
the Philadelphia history Museum  
at the atwater kent 
experience the city’s rich social history 
at the recently renovated Philadelphia 
History Museum. the historic 1826 
building, located just around the corner 
from independence Hall and the Liberty 
Bell, has been an exciting gateway 
into Philadelphia’s past for nearly 70 
years and is the only cultural institution 
dedicated to telling the city’s story in 
terms of its people from its founding in 
1680 to the present day.

15 s 7th st 
Philadelphia, Pa 19106 
215.685.4830  
philadelphiahistory.org

Longwood Gardens 
A 45-minute drive to neighboring 
Chester County will easily make you 
wonder whether you stepped into a 
giant royal european garden. Stroll 
these exquisitely maintained grounds, 
featuring 11,000 different types of 
plants, themed walks, fountains, 
outdoor “rooms” of woodland habitats, 
and a seasonal-inspired conservatory. 
winter is celebrated with carillon 
concerts, poinsettias, and thousands  
of lights. 

1001 Longwood Rd  
kennett square, Pa 19348 
610.388.1000  
longwoodgardens.org

the Barnes Foundation
established in 1922, the Barnes holds 
one of the worlds finest collections of 
Post-impressionist and early modern 
paintings, with extensive works by 
renoir, Cézanne, Matisse, Picasso, 
rousseau, Modigliani, Soutine, and de 
Chirico as well as american masters 
Demuth, Glackens, Pippin, and 
Prendergast; Old Master paintings; 
important examples of African sculpture 
and native American ceramics, jewelry, 
and textiles; American paintings; and 
decorative arts and antiquities from the 
Mediterranean and Asia. A must-see for 
any art lover, the unique building design 
just adds to the experience. 

2025 Benjamin Franklin Pkwy 
Philadelphia, Pa 19130 
215.278.7000  
barnesfoundation.org

WInteR 
CaLendaR
October 11th–december 31st
Capture the Moment:  
The Pulitzer Prize Photographs  
at the National Constitution Center

October 14th–January 5th
Léger: Modern Art and the Metropolis  
at the Philadelphia Museum of Art

november 3rd–March 2nd
The Surrealists:  
Works from the Collection  
at the Philadelphia Museum of Art

november 9th–april 27th
One Day in Pompeii  
at the Franklin Institute

november 28th–January 1st
The Comcast Holiday Spectacular  
at the Comcast Center

november 28th–January 1st
The Christmas Village at LOVE Park  
in Center City of Philadelphia

november 29th–december 31st
The Macy’s Grand Court Light Show 
and Dickens Christmas Village  
at Macy’s

november 29th and  
november 30th
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons  
performed by  
The Philadelphia Orchestra  
at Verizon Hall 

december 6th–december 21st 
check with concierge for exact dates
Holiday POPS!  
performed by  
The Philadelphia Orchestra  
at Verizon Hall 

december 7th
Grimaud and Symphonie Fantastique 
performed by  
The Philadelphia Orchestra  
at Verizon Hall 

december 7th– december 29th  
check with concierge for exact dates
The Nutcracker  
at the Academy of Music  
performed by the  
Pennsylvania Ballet

January 10th–January 24th  
check with concierge for exact dates
Tchaikovsky Weeks 1 to 3  
performed by  
The Philadelphia Orchestra  
at Verizon Hall

January 25th–april 21st
Yinka Shonibare MBE:  
Magic Ladders  
at The Barnes Foundation
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One of the premier ballet companies in 
the united States, Pennsylvania Ballet 
has been at the forefront of American 
dance since 1963. they kicked off 
their 50th Anniversary Season with a 
spectacular black-tie dinner dance on 
October 19th at the Crystal tea room, 
honoring founder Barbara weisberger. 

A protégé of legendary choreographer 
George Balanchine, founder weisberger 
turned her dream of a ballet company 
in Philadelphia into reality in the late 
1960s. From child ballet prodigy to 
dance company founder, Barbara weis-
berger has lived the history of American 
ballet. At 87 years old, she still plays 
a preeminent role among those who 
share her concern for the training of 
young dancers, the enrichment of dance 
artists, and the future of dance compa-
nies in the united States. 

A leading Philadelphia cultural institu-
tion, Pennsylvania Ballet has earned a 
national reputation for its impassioned 
artistry and technical virtuosity, and has 
received widespread critical acclaim for 

extraordinary performances of a diverse 
classical and contemporary repertoire. 
the 50th Anniversary Season will be 
celebrated throughout the city with 
special exhibits at the Philadelphia 
History Museum at the Atwater Kent, 
Philadelphia international Airport, and 
the Free Library of Philadelphia. Speaker 
series and cultural collaborations will 
also be held at Pennsylvania Academy 
of Fine Art, the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art, the Barnes, and the Bryn Mawr Film 
institute.

A true homage to Pennsylvania Ballet’s 
past, present, and future, the 50th Anni-
versary Season will be unlike any other 
in the company’s history. Performances 
will include the company premiere of 
George Balanchine’s Jewels, George Bal-
anchine’s The Nutcracker, John Butler’s 
Carmina Burana, and a stunning 50th 
Finale that will blend william Forsythe’s 
abstract movement In The Middle, 
Somewhat Elevated with thom willems’s 
pulsating electronic soundscape. 

paballet.org

Happy 50th: A Celebration  
of Pirouettes
Pennsylvania Ballet starts its 50th season.

One Day in Pompeii  
at the Franklin institute
Experience the devastation of the volcanic eruption  
and marvel at what it preserved.

in the year 79 AD, Pompeii vanished beneath thick layers of volcanic 
ash left by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. But what nature destroyed, 
it also preserved.  

One Day in Pompeii, which opened november 9th at the Franklin 
institute, offers a direct glimpse into the daily life—and tragic end— 
of this ancient roman city. Hundreds of exceptional artifacts—garden 
frescoes and marble statues, helmets and shin guards of the day’s 
gladiators, coins and currency, and religious altars and shrines—
recreate the Pompeii experience as naturally preserved artifacts left  
in the magma’s merciless path.  

As the floors shake and the walls rumble, relive the volcano’s 
catastrophic eruption through an immersive computer-generated 
imagery experience, culminating in the reveal of 10 full body casts of 
twisted human forms, asphyxiated by extreme heat and noxious gases 
and forever frozen in time. 
fi.edu/pompeii

Pennsylvania Ballet Principal Dancer Julie Diana  
in George Balanchine’s Jewels.

Photo: Alexander Iziliaev

Photos: Courtesy of The Franklin Institute
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we all seek a little sanity amidst the ensuing madness of the season as 
the days get shorter and colder. Central to this search is inspiring and 
intelligent conversation—something that we seem to covet. we are, after 
all, social creatures by nature. Yet despite the cocoon that social media 
has created—one that is completely transparent allowing us to be in full 
view of each other without the need for physical contact—we still crave 
interaction with other humans on a deeper and more meaningful level. 
we want our lives to intersect in ways that will offer new and exciting 
ideas, and, on occasion, the very real possibility of a depth of thinking that 
becomes a movement.

immersion in our real selves has been a much-discussed topic. Ken Kesey, 
in Kesey’s Garage Sale, his 1973 collection of essays, said “it isn’t by get-
ting out of the world that we become enlightened, but by getting into 
the world...by getting so tuned in that we ride the waves of our existence 
and never get tossed because we become the waves.” it’s undeniable 
that we are the plugged-in generation. we are constantly searching for 
and sought after. we have an embarrassment of facts and figures at our 
fingertips at all times. A click of a button or a wave of the hand gives us 
access to a world of information; from our exercise stats to the contact 
details of everyone we know. 

Surely there ought to be an app that will help us 
on a path to enlightenment?
For the centuries before the arrival of the internet, salons served as the 
primary catalyst for social change and a breeding ground for political and 
philosophical movements. in Ancient Greece, various members of the arts 
came together to share ideas and political opinions. the French salons of 
the 1700s are widely credited as being a stimulant for the French revolu-
tion – a conflict that might have happened far later without them.

the Age of enlightenment in 18th century europe was an attempt to apply 
the principles of science and reason to all aspects of society as a means 
of inciting reform. it emphasized individualism over tradition. english phi-
losopher and physician John Locke said ‘i reason therefore i have rights.’ 
He believed that human rationality gave everyone the right and ability 
to govern him or herself. His contributions to classical republicanism 
and liberal theory are reflected in the united States Declaration of inde-
pendence, debated and signed, as we know, right here in Philadelphia at 
independence Hall.

Locke’s influence (thomas Jefferson considered him one of the three 
greatest men that had ever lived) resonated in later works by Voltaire, 
rousseau, Kant and the Founding Fathers. But how do the words of these 
formative thinkers apply to our lives today when the greatest challenge 
most of us face each day is finding a little inner peace in a 45-minute yoga 
class or in the pages of a good book?

they demanded that we be completely self-aware of all that we have to 
offer. the same way Locke wanted us all to be aware of our birthright: 
liberty. the same way Kant prompts us to pay attention to our self worth 

in Critique of Pure Reason: “enlightenment is man’s leaving his self-caused 
immaturity. immaturity is the incapacity to use one’s intelligence without 
the guidance of another.” He confronts our greatest weakness: “Sapere 
Aude! Have the courage to use your own intelligence!” in other words, 
believe in yourself.

And what better way to use this new found intelligence than collectively: 
bringing together the sort of vitality of ideas that only actively energized 
thinkers can produce. the salon was a generator of social change, a think-
tank for those who could see clearly in the headiest times. As a collective, 
we often do our best thinking in turmoil, in the “chaos of clear ideas” as 
Voltaire described it.

while salons, by definition, were originally held in homes, other meet-
ing places also acted as a spark to conversation. english coffee houses 
provided a place for like-minded scholars to congregate and learn from 
each other. these ‘penny universities’ were a place of much debate. 
they spread to France in the form of cafes. the Paris Salons of the 1920s 
remain at the front of our minds when we think about the artistic move-
ments of the time. Led by Gertrude Stein and counting Hemingway, 
Fitzgerald, Picasso, and Matisse among scores of other writers, artists 
and musicians that attended, this lively group of young, mostly American 
expatriates (or the “Lost Generation’ as Stein called them) set the tone for 
a new way of thinking.

Following Stein’s example, salons also became part of the American cul-
tural landscape. Patron of the arts, Mabel Dodge held them at her home 
in Manhattan, in the 20s and 30s and then in new Mexico. Ansel Adams, 
willa Cather, Georgia O’Keeffe and others were visitors to her famed taos 
Art Colony. Discussion groups in the 1960s became powerful generators 
of cultural and personal transformation most notably about the impact of 
the Vietnam war, the war on poverty, women’s rights, Black power, and 
LGBt movements. even the modern day coffee shop phenomenon es-
tablished public spaces for people to meet, even if they lacked any of the 
impetus of the previous counterculture movements. Here, patrons united 
in their love of coffee (or their need for caffeine) sit tethered to a laptop, 
alone in a roomful of people.

One consistent and key component of salons through the ages has been 
the promotion of equality among its members. everyone had a voice, none 
above the other. we use the internet to similar ends, a place to glean 
our information from and a platform for our every thought, placed there 
without judgment. it only takes one well-placed tweet, blog, posting or 
video to make a statement that sticks in the minds of millions. the inter-
net is indiscriminate and a level playing ground: it’s attractively affordable 
and user friendly. And say what you will about the incredible amount of 
cyber-garbage out there, it is an incredible tool for education. it allows us 
to learn, converse, and exchange ideas on a completely different level. the 
internet is, in many respects, home to a new intellectual culture.  
But does it enlighten us?

enLIGhtened
As the days get shorter and our schedules get more crowded,  
our search for enlightenment is more important than ever.

We all want to be enlightened, 
it just requires a little patience.
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Conversation still trumps cyberspace when it 
comes to inspiring ideas. And we, the people, 
still recognize that.
Back to our own realities, shaped by schedules, to-do lists, and the ev-
er-constant pressure to update profiles and skills. the internet provides 
a simple solution--one stop shopping, but is it enough? what it lacks in 
human contact cannot quite be made up for in content. Conversation still 
trumps cyberspace when it comes to inspiring ideas. And we, the people 
still recognize that. Salons and discussion groups can help us revive the 
art of appreciating the good conversation, the proliferation of the great 
ideas, and just as importantly, the preservation of basic social tools that 
can make change possible. And harnessing the power of the internet in 
tandem with in-person forums might just be the most meaningful way to 
make a statement yet.

in 1984, teD was created as a nonprofit devoted 
to ’ideas worth spreading’.
its initial scope, to harness the worlds of technology, entertainment, and 
design, has since expanded to include many other sectors, with the two 
annual conferences teD AnD teDGlobal attracting some of the world’s 
most inspiring thinkers. in 2007, they launched ted.com, to make those 
talks and performances available to all. And the price for enlightenment: 
absolutely nothing.

in 1998, MoveOn.Org was founded as an email group to promote polit-
ical discussion, motivated initially by the impeachment of President Bill 
Clinton. today, at eight million members, they are a powerful political 
action and public policy advocacy group that uses the internet to mobilize 
grass-root effort. By the 2000s, social facilitators came into play from the 
likes of Meetup and Bigtent—forums that host the world’s largest net-
works of local groups, to more interpersonal social vehicles like Facebook 
and twitter.

in 2002, intelligence Squared was founded in London as a forum for 
debate and the arts, both in person and online. in 2008, a similar bian-
nual series of debates started in toronto, Canada. the Munk Debates 
determine winners by a poll taken before and after each event to see how 
much of the audience was swayed by the conversations. Big idea confer-
ences covering every topic have sprung up: from the Aspen ideas Festival 
to Open Source think tank.

engaging minds in public spaces and online, all of these symposiums 
stem from the humble salon, the original think-tank, designed to bring 
like-minded individuals together for the sake of enlightenment. we all 
want to be enlightened, it just requires a little patience. we can surf the 
internet to find enlightenment, or settle back in an armchair in a hotel 
lobby and discover it in a good conversation with a fellow traveller. it can 
surface in a crowded venue where we paid good money for it, at a confer-
ence table with co-workers, or in the presence of a great piece of art. we 
can recognize it in a cultural center, in a book we pick up quite by acci-
dent, or at home, around the dining table with friends. But no matter what 
enlightens us, the choice to recognize it is ours. Sapere Aude! Dare to be 
wise, to be enlightened, and to enlighten.
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suGGested 
ReadInG
As our guest, you are very welcome to browse any 
of the titles in the newly assembled library at the 
rittenhouse. And if you have found our thoughts on 
enlightenment stimulating, the following books, also 
available in the library, might be of interest. 

Sailor Song 
by Ken Kesey

this epic tale of the north is a vibrant moral fable for our time. 
Set in the near future in the fishing village of Kuinak, Alaska, a 
remnant outpost of the American frontier not yet completely 
overcome by environmental havoc and mad-dog development, 
Sailor Song is a wild, rollicking novel, a dark and cosmic romp. 
writing with a spectacular range of language and style, Kesey 
has given us a unique and powerful novel about America. 

 

Making american taste: narrative art for a new democracy  
by Barbara Dayer Gallati 

A landmark publication on American art from 1825 to 1870, this 
is a significant contribution to our understanding of taste and 
collecting in America during this period. it presents 55 paintings 
from 38 artists drawn from the new-York Historical Society’s 
newly restored and superb collection of narrative art. 

 

ezra and dorothy Pound: Letters in Captivity, 1945–1946  
by ezra Pound, Dorothy Pound, Omar Pound, and robert Spoo 

these fascinating letters capture the most traumatic experience 
of ezra Pound’s life, when he was incarcerated at the end of 
world war ii and indicted for treason. with more than 150 
previously unpublished letters and documents, all authoritatively 
annotated, the book offers a rare glimpse into the life and work 
of one of our century’s greatest literary figures. 

two Lives: Gertrude and alice  
by Janet Malcolm 

“How had the pair of elderly Jewish lesbians survived the nazis?” 
Janet Malcolm asks at the beginning of this extraordinary work 
of literary biography and investigative journalism. the two world 
wars Stein and toklas lived through together are paralleled by 
the private war that went on between them. 
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